
Plainville Housing Authority 
Minutes 

June 12, 2025 
 
A regular meeting of the Plainville Housing Authority was held on Thursday, June 12, 2025 at 140 East 
Bacon Street in the Community Room. Chair Cooper called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM. 
 
Present:    Dana Cooper, Karen Spiewak, Alex Kenney, and Andrew LaBerge 

Absent:   

I. Opening remarks by the Management Agent – Susan Rogers resigned from the board after 
long-time service; token of thanks has been purchased and will be given to her.  
 

II. Approval of Minutes May 15, 2025 
a. Motion made by Commissioner Kenney to approve the May 15, 2025 meeting minutes. 
b. Motion seconded by Commissioner LaBerge.  
c. Motion approved 4-0. 
 

III. Approval of Check Warrant #29 
a. Motion made by Commissioner Kenney to approve Check Warrant #28 in the amount of 

$18,463.63 
b. Motion seconded by Commissioner LaBerge.  
c. Chair Cooper inquired about the amount sent to the Town of Plainville; Management 

Agent informed the board that it was for the water bill. 
d. Motion approved 4-0 

 
IV. Management Agent Report 

a. Management Agent made a modification to the agenda – the board will not vote on 
writing off uncollectibles until the September meeting 

b. Financial Report – included for Board review, everything continues to be strong 
c. Work Order Report – included in Board packet for review 
d. Project Update 

i. Kick-off meeting held June 10 and the project will start within 3 weeks 
ii. Residents will be informed of when the work will start 

iii. NE Construction has a 30-day timeframe (including weekends) to start the project 
beginning June 10; change order will likely be needed to extend the timeline. 

e. Vacancy Report – 1 vacant unit currently, the vetted applicant did not show up to see the 
unit; administration will choose another applicant 

f.  RSC Update – Since the end of the regional collaborative with Mansfield Housing, 
Attleboro Housing will take over the RSC with a grant received for an additional $10,000 
which has been approved by EOHLC.  

g. Board vote needed from Plainville, Attleboro, and Mansfield Housing Authorities 
i. Motion made by Commissioner LaBerge to approve Attleboro Housing taking 

over the RSC position 



ii. Motion seconded by Commissioner Kenney 
iii. Motion approved 4-0 

 
V. Old Business  

a. Trash and Recycling Policy 
i. Brief presentation by the Management Agent highlighting the lack of policy 

generally in the PHA, including not having a Trash Policy currently; adopting a 
policy is necessary in light of on-going issues; Plainville Housing Authority feels 
that residents are responsible for their own trash removal, as is the policy at the 
other Housing Authorities under the management of Attleboro Housing. The 
policy does not include the option of a Reasonable Accommodation. 

ii. Several residents expressed dissatisfaction with the proposed policy on the basis 
that many residents are not able to take out their own trash, and that a 
Reasonable Accommodation is not in the policy. 

iii. Devlyn commented that the state-issued EOHLC lease that the residents signed 
does state that it is the residents’ responsibility to take out their trash; he further 
pointed out that having maintenance take out residents’ trash is a sanitation issue 
due to what is in the trash. 

iv. Brief discussion on what the current trash protocol is and how it came to be. 
Management Agent stated that currently maintenance goes around and empties 
the residents’ trash into the dumpster and that it has been going on since 
Attleboro Housing became the management agent in 2023.  

v. Commissioner LaBerge asked for input from the Board; Chair Cooper inquired 
about the time it takes maintenance to empty the trash and recycling currently; 
Devlyn stated it is between 1 and 1 ½ hours. Management Agent stated that 
taking that time from normal maintenance hours (18/wk) is a problem, especially 
if/when there are several vacancies to turn. 

vi. Management Agent stated that in his experience Plainville is the odd one out as 
far as residents not being responsible for their own trash. He hasn’t had 
complaints from other Housing Authority residents about trash removal and 
doesn’t think it will be a problem in Plainville. Several residents disagreed. 

vii. Commissioner Kenney stated his support for getting a trash policy on paper so 
the Housing Authority has something to point to when issues arise. 

viii. Commissioner LaBerge suggested that if the policy is adopted, it can be revisited 
at the next Board meeting in September to see how it is going. 
 

1. Motion made by Commissioner LaBerge to approve that Trash Policy with 
knowledge that it will be revisited in the fall meeting. 

2. Motion seconded by Chair Cooper 
3. Chair Cooper asked if a weekly report from Devlyn/Management Agent 

could be given to the Board to keep track of how the policy is going.; 
Commissioner LabBerge emphasized the importance of communication 
with residents as the policy is implemented. 



4. Management Agent stated that he will keep the Board informed on a 
weekly basis and that the policy will go into effect on Tuesday, June 24.  

5. Commissioner Spiewak inquired about the trash stickers for the bins; 
Management Agent stated that no one has gotten back to him about 
them; Devlyn will try to make replica stickers. 

6. Aye – 2: Cooper, Kenney; No – 1: Spiewak; Abstention – 1: LaBerge 
7. Motion approved.  

 
VI. Other Business  

a. Next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, September 18, 2025. 
b. A resident inquired about the meetings being advertised more widely to the residents; 

Management Agent stated that the new RSC will be able to put notices in mailboxes.  
c. Commissioner LaBerge mentioned that a seat on the Community Preservation Committee 

is available and stated that PHA could participate; Chair Cooper commented that it has 
been tried in the past the PHA didn’t ever get any money. 

d. Commissioner LaBerge made a motion to nominate Commissioner Kenney to be on the 
Community Preservation Committee; Commissioner Kenney accepted the nomination. 

e. Commissioner Spiewak seconded the motion.  
f. Motion approved 3-0. 

VII. Adjourn 

a. Motion made by Commissioner LaBerge to adjourn. 
b. Motion seconded by Commissioner Kenney. 
c. Motion approved 4-0. 
d. Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.  

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Paul M. Dumouchel 
Executive Director  


